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The Pastor’s Ponderings 
  “Love is Come Again” 

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless 

a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 

dies, it bears much fruit.”  John 12:24 

Anglican priest J.M.C. Crum penned the words to “Now the Green Blade Riseth” in 

about 1928.  If you receive the Overlook electronically, you can find a YouTube 

version of the hymn here. 

Now the Green Blade Riseth 

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

In the grave they laid him, love whom men had slain, 

Thinking that never he would wake again. 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green, 

 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

He that for three days in the grave had lain. 

Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Thy touch can call us back to life again; 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

Christ is risen.  Love is come again. 

Peace and joy, 

Pastor John 
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 Overlook Format Changing 

The Session of WRPC has approved conversion of 

the print Overlook to electronic format, to be 

distributed weekly rather than monthly.  We will 

email the new Overlook weekly to every WRPC 

family, with print versions sent once or twice a 

month to those households that do not use 

email.  The new-format electronic Overlook 

distribution will begin towards the end of April. 

So what’s new with the new format?  The Overlook 

will be sent to you using a dedicated email delivery 

application which will offer more seamless 

integration with the Internet, among other benefits.  

You will no longer receive a PDF file in an email: all 

of the latest news will be in the email itself, with 

embedded pictures, videos, links, etc.  The WRPC 

website will still offer an archive of previous editions, 

soon to be in the new format.  John and Nancy 

Guthrie will continue editing the Overlook. 

We will need a current email address from every 

member and friend of our church, and we will need 

to know if you do not use email so that we can send 

you a printed version. 

With notice of the planned change comes one 

qualification: If a new Overlook editor steps forward 

to continue production of the traditional, printed 

format, that format can then continue!  See Pastor 

John if you think you might like to assume the role 

that Dick Heaton filled so admirably for several 

years. 

Pastor John 

 

WRPC to Host the Summer 

Meeting of Presbytery 

WRPC will host the summer meeting of the 

Presbytery of Santa Fe on Saturday, July 23.  

Hosting a presbytery meeting is a significant 

undertaking, and help from all quarters will be most 

welcome, both in the weeks leading up to the 

meeting and on the day thereof.  If you can help with 

preparations please contact Selma Reinovsky or 

Jean Callaghan soon.  Thank you! 

Storage Space Needed. 

Carol and Leith Fujii are in need of space to store six 

to eight boxes of their belongings while they 

continue their mission work in Thailand. Please 

email them at fujandham@gmail.com if you can 

help.  Carol will be in Los Alamos April 4-19, and 

hopes to spend some time with us then. 

Study of Ecclesiastes 

Underway 

Have you ever wondered what’s going on (anyway) in 

the book of Ecclesiastes?  A group of hardy explorers 

is currently studying this intriguing and unsettling book 

on Sundays after coffee fellowship, through April 24.  

Join us, and see if the Holy Spirit doesn’t promote 

your own growth through engagement with the words 

of “the Preacher.” 

mailto:fujandham@gmail.com
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The documentary film, Most Likely to Succeed, will be shown at WRPC on Sunday, April 10 at 2:00 pm.  The 

film will also be shown at Duane Smith Auditorium on Friday, April 8 and Friday, April 15 at 7:00 pm. Please 

spread the word. 

This documentary illuminates ways schools can change to prepare students for the dynamic society in which 

we now live.  Many organizations, like our church, deal with changes in our society and are working to adapt; 

so it is also with our schools. 

It is important for us to incorporate and demonstrate empathy for children in our community who are overly 

stressed with schoolwork; maybe that stress can be reduced by more student engagement. Part of the 

educational model proposed in the documentary employs community members in mentorship programs. One-

to-one mentorships can significantly help to support students academically and emotionally. 

For more information, go to http://mltsfilm.org/.  For Los Alamos showing information, go to http://

mltslosalamos.eventbrite.com. 

Come see the film and re-imagine how our local schools can be helped by our church. 

Ken Holmes 

Los Alamos Faith and 

Science Forum Gathering 

The next gathering sponsored by the Los Alamos 

Faith and Science Forum is set for Tuesday, 

April 19, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Trinity on the Hill 

Episcopal Church.  John Guthrie is the facilitator for 

this session, offering videos and commentary on the 

topic, “In the Image of God.” 

The fall/winter/spring series of monthly gatherings is 

focused on the question, “What Makes Us Human?”  

The April 19 gathering will provide some thoughts on 

how our creation in the image of God makes us 

uniquely human.  Everyone is welcome. 

Korean Fellowship Children’s 

Teachers Needed. 
The Korean Fellowship is seeking children’s 

teachers to serve on Sundays from about 

11:50 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more information 

please contact Miel Lim, 571-839-9619, 

miel82@gmail.com. 

Liturgists 

Have you ever desired to serve our church during 

worship as a Liturgist?  New folks are always 

welcome to serve in this way.  See or call Pastor 

John. 

http://mltsfilm.org/
http://mltslosalamos.eventbrite.com/
http://mltslosalamos.eventbrite.com/
mailto:miel82@gmail.com
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 Session News 

The newly-formed WRPC Ministry of Evangelism 

was the Focus Topic for the March Session meeting, 

with the discussion initiated by Bob Reinovsky, the 

convener of the Evangelism Ministry Team.  The 

Team (now six people) met for the first time in 

February and welcomes additional members from 

the WRPC family. 

The Team report outlined four elements which 

currently define WRPC’s evangelism ministry: 

 theological and scriptural study to learn the 

scriptural imperative for evangelism 

 missionality or our service to the community, 

region, and world 

 increased visibility for WRPC and 

communication with the White Rock 

community 

 one-to-one evangelism, including extending 

personal invitations to participate in the work 

and fellowship of WRPC 

The Session has endorsed this description of our 

evangelism effort.  The adult study 

“Engage” (recently completed) is our latest initiative 

related to theological and scripture study.  “Engage” 

gave the participants some insight into how 

evangelism might be most effective in the twenty-

first century world and also illuminated the close link 

between evangelism and discipleship. 

Regarding missionality, we continue struggling to 

identify a local mission effort which will complement 

our current mission portfolio, meet a readily 

recognized local need, and be consistent with our 

practical human resource limitations. 

One-to-one evangelism continues to be a challenge 

for us (we're Presbyterians, after all).  “Engage” 

should plant some new ideas on how to approach 

personal evangelism—including our responsibility to 

do this as disciples.  The Session will work, along 

with the Evangelism Ministry Team, to promote 

ideas for gently approaching personal evangelism. 

George Callaghan, Clerk of Session 

In Memoriam: Charles Ortiz 

We give thanks to God for the life and ministry of 

Ruling Elder Charles Ortiz, who was born June 6, 

1952 and left this life after a valiant struggle with 

ALS on March 16. He is 

survived by his wife, 

Teaching Elder Georgia 

Ortiz, two sisters, and a 

host of loving family 

members. 

Charles served both as an 

ordained Deacon at the El 

Buen Pastor church in 

Chimayo, and as a Ruling 

Elder at Westminster 

church in Santa Fe. Along 

with long and committed 

service to the church and to the village of Chimayo, 

Charles was a noted landscape artist and also 

worked in security for 22 years at LANL. 

A service of Witness to the Resurrection will be held 

on Saturday, April 16, 11:00am at Santa Fe 

Westminster. 

Smith’s Community Rewards 
Sign up to donate a portion of your purchases 

to our church when you shop at Smith’s! Log in 

into your Smith’s account, navigate to your 

Account Summary, scroll to the bottom and 

enroll White Rock Presbyterian Church, 26299. 

There is no cost to enroll and enrollment will 

not affect your fuel points or coupon discounts. 
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 Meet Rev David Cortes-Fuentes and Josey Saez-Acevedo 

Rev. David Cortes-Fuentes and Josey 

Saez- Acevedo are Mission Co-workers 

serving at the Evangelical Theological 

Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba at the 

invitation of the Presbyterian-Reformed 

Church (IPR) of Cuba. 

The Evangelical Theological Seminary 

was founded in 1946 by Presbyterian, 

Methodist, and Episcopal churches to 

prepare ministers for Cuban churches, 

including the IPR. David teaches New 

Testament and Greek. Josefina is a 

resource person in Christian education for 

the seminary and for the IPR. The 

seminary offers a basic degree for those 

called to pastoral ministry, and BA and Master’s degrees. 

Presbyterians began working in Cuba in 1890, and until the Cuban revolution in 1959, Presbyterians in 

Cuba were part of the Synod of New Jersey.  The United States severed diplomatic relations with Cuba in 

1960 at the height of Cold War tensions.  In 1967 the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba was 

established as an autonomous denomination.  Despite the icy relationship between the US and Cuban 

governments, several US Presbyterian congregations and presbyteries, including the Presbytery of Santa 

Fe, have developed partnerships with counterparts in post-revolution Cuba. Most Cubans are Roman 

Catholic, but only a small minority attends mass. State-sponsored atheism took its toll on religious life in 

Cuba in the decades following the revolution, but restrictions on religious activities have been increasingly 

eased since the 1990’s. 

David says they work in Cuba seeking to “engage, equip and inform church leaders in ministry grounded in 

a healthy biblical and theological foundation.  Josey and David are optimistic about the future of the Cuban 

church.  “New opportunities have been emerging in the church and the country of Cuba and these have 

given to many a new sense of hope for the future,” Josey observes. “We hope to be part of that hope.” 

David and Josey grew up in Puerto Rico and began their higher education studies there.  David has 

pastored churches in Claremont, California and in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, and served on the faculty of San 

Francisco Theological Seminary’s and McCormick Theological Seminary. He earned a BA degree from the 

University of Puerto Rico, an M.Div. from the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico, a Th.M. from Union 

Presbyterian Seminary, and a PhD from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

Josey served as a Director of Christian Education for churches in La Verne and Claremont, California. She 

also has worked as a database manager, a college admissions office assistant, and a preschool teacher. 

She holds an A.A. degree from the University of Puerto Rico and studied at Mount San Antonio College in 

Walnut, California, and San Francisco Theological Seminary. 

 

Bob Reinovsky 
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April Birthdays! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Christians 1 

Noah McCabe 7 

Jeff Kelley 14 

Al Medendorp 16 

Terry Buxton 20 

Jaxon Kelley 21 

James Ro 24 

Selma Reinovsky 25 

Connie Goettee 26 

Budget and Finance 

Committee Seeks a Treasurer 

With enormous thanks and appreciation to Susan 

Buxton, who has been serving as our “Remote 

Treasurer” since she and Terry moved to Maui last 

summer, and acknowledging the superb work that 

Gill Erickson continues to do as our Financial 

Secretary, the Session and the Budget and 

Finance committee recognize that, in fairness to 

both, it is time to secure a new Treasurer for White 

Rock Presbyterian Church. 

The B&F Committee and the Session, in 

consultation with Susan and Gill, have formulated 

and adopted a job description for the Treasurer 

that delineates the Treasurer’s specific 

responsibilities.  Furthermore, the Session and the 

B&F Committee understand that further refinement 

of those responsibilities may be appropriate, and 

are prepared to negotiate ways to share some of 

the workload with the Committee, or perhaps an 

Assistant Treasurer.  The Job Description is 

available in the office, or from Pastor John, or Bob 

Reinovsky, both of whom are anxious to discuss 

both the job and possible customization.  

Please prayerfully consider if service to the 

congregation as Treasurer would be something 

that could fit in your plans for your personal 

ministry.   John and Bob are always available for 

discussion.  

Called Presbytery Meeting 

and Fiesta April 22, 2016 

The Coordinating Team of Santa Fe Presbytery has 

called for a meeting of the presbytery to be held 

Friday afternoon, April 22nd, 4:00pm at Albuquerque 

Second Presbyterian. The official call to the meeting 

will be sent out soon, but one of the actions will be to 

concur with the request of Sallie Watson to dissolve 

her relationship with the Presbytery effective April 30. 

In celebration of the six-year relationship, there will be 

a fiesta immediately after the meeting in the 

Fellowship Hall. Even if you're not planning to attend 

the presbytery meeting, please make it a point to 

attend the celebration afterwards and bid bon voyage 

to Sallie. Dinner with the Wellers on March 14th. 
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White Rock Presbyterian Church 

310 Rover Blvd 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

 

Contact Information 
White Rock Presbyterian Church 

310 Rover Boulevard 

Los Alamos, New Mexico  87544 

 

John Guthrie Office 505-672-3682 

Pastor Cell 505-709-8207 

 jguthrie@wrpchurch.com. 

 

Gill Erickson Office 505-672-3682 

Office Mgr officemanager@wrpchurch.com 

 

Office Hours for Gill: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to Noon 

mailto:jguthrie@wrpchurch.com
mailto:officemanager@wrpchurch.com

