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The Pastor’s Ponderings 

“Lenten People” 
During this Lenten Season we encounter in the scripture readings a number of 

remarkable individuals… 

 Satan himself, an expert at quoting scripture (Luke 4:1-13) 

 Some conniving Pharisees…or perhaps not? (Luke 13:31-35) 

 Some confused disciples of Jesus (Luke 13:1-9) 

 Some grumbling Pharisees (Luke 15:1-3) 

 A prodigal and extravagant female disciple named Mary (John 12:1-8) 

 An adoring crowd (Luke 19:28-40) 

 A confused Peter (John 13:6-9) 

 A loving father; a prodigal younger son; a jealous older son (Luke 15:11-32) 

 Judas, the betrayer (John 18:1-5) 

 Annas and Caiaphas, the high priests of the temple (John 18:13-14, 24) 

 Pontius Pilate, Roman prefect of Judea (John 18:28-19:15) 

 “The disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 19:26-27) 

 Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus (John 19:38-42) 

What a remarkable and memorable journey Luke and John weave in their very different accounts of 

the life of Jesus.  Perhaps you, like I, find images and emotions evoked just from the names of some 

of these individuals, saints and sinners, and both. 

You and I are also Lenten people as we journey through these forty days, encountering Christ at 

every turn: his compassion, his power, his humility, his obedience even to death. 

I encourage you to worship with us as often as you can manage in these closing days of Lent, and 

especially the four worship services set for Holy Week.  See if the Holy Spirit works in your life to 

infiltrate and transform you as you encounter these people of Lent, and most especially as you 

encounter the Christ who goes sadly but willingly to the cross, for you and for me. 

In his peace, 

Pastor John.  
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Rheta Moazzami – New Worship 

Accompanist! 

The Worship Ministry Team, with the approval of 

the Session, will act soon to hire Rheta 

Moazzami as the new Worship Accompanist for 

White Rock Presbyterian Church.  Rheta has 

accompanied worship for churches at various 

times over the course of her lifetime, as well as 

playing in numerous secular venues.  We are 

very pleased to have Rheta in the position of 

Worship Accompanist. 

Engage in Evangelism 
About twelve hardy and courageous WRPC 

members have been meeting following worship 

on Sundays since the beginning of January to 

study the PC(USA)’s Engage curriculum, which is 

intended to increase the dedication of participants 

to discipleship and evangelism in the name of 

Christ.  Participants have studied the following 

topics over the past several weeks: 

 “The New Normal” – How has American 

culture changed in recent decades?  How 

do those changes affect the way in which 

Christians practice the art of evangelism? 

 “Engaging Your Story” – Comprehending 

the immeasurable love of God for each one 

of us. 

 “Sharing Your Faith Story” – All of us have 

a faith story.  How can we joyfully and 

effectively share our stories with others? 

 “The Big Story” – How can we, in the same 

way, share the overarching story of the 

gospel, as found in scripture, with 

postmodern people? 

 “Connecting with our Spheres of Influence” 

– What are the unique “spheres of 

influence,” or unique demographic groups, 

in Los Alamos that we as White Rock 

Presbyterians might engage? 

 “Going Deeper in our Spheres of Influence” 

– What are the specific groups, including 

our families, with which we as individuals 

have regular contact, with which we might 

share our stories and the Big Story? 

 

Thanks to all those who have participated in the 

Engage study.  We may all continue to pray that 

the Spirit will act through all of us to engage 

others in God’s ongoing work of redemption and 

renewal, and that we will continue to grow in 

discipleship and evangelistic zeal. 

Pastor John 

Holy Week Schedule 

March 20 Palm Sunday 

March 24 Maundy Thursday Worship with the 

 Lord’s Supper 

March 25 Good Friday Worship – Tenebrae – 

 A Service of Darkness 

March 27 Resurrection Sunday 

The Thursday and Friday worship services are 

highly important in the Lenten journey 

experience.  Join us for all of these services of 

worship. 

Lent 2016 - Coming to Grips 
We continue our Lenten theme of “Coming to 

Grips.”  What does it mean to come to grips 

with temptation, worry, repentance, sin, the 

command to practice compassion, and the 

person of Christ?  Join us on Sundays 

throughout the Lenten Season as we wrestle 

together with these questions.   Pastor John 
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Empty Bowls Project 

Los Alamos Self Help, Inc. presents its annual 

Empty Bowls Project on Saturday, March 5, from 

11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the Betty Ehart Senior 

Center.  Attendees may purchase handcrafted 

ceramic bowls and enjoy a terrific soup luncheon 

for a $15.00 contribution.  Bidding on silent auction 

items occurs until 2:00 p.m.  The Craig Martin 

Experience will be playing live music. 

Proceeds go to the Emergency Fund of Self Help, 

Inc., which assists low income families with basic 

needs throughout the year. 

Christian Music Concert at White 

Rock Baptist Church 
White Rock Baptist invites the community to a 

concert of Christian music on Saturday, 

March 5.  The party begins at 4:00 p.m., the 

concert at 7:00 p.m.  With performers Manic Drive, 

5ive, and Tiffany Sinko.  Please visit http://

wrbcnm.org/infinity-squared-music.html for tickets 

and information. 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

Begins Sunday, March 13 
Set your clocks 

forward! 

 

Michael and Rachel Weller Are 

Coming to Los Alamos 
Michael and Rachel Weller, mission co-workers 

serving in Ethiopia, will be in Los Alamos on 

Monday, March 14.  See the article in this issue of 

the Overlook on the Weller’s work.  All WRPC 

members and friends are warmly invited to dine 

and meet with them at 6:00 p.m. at the home of 

Ken and Jennifer Holmes, 1880 Camino Redondo 

on the North Mesa.  Please plan to bring a dish to 

share.  For more information contact Ken or 

Jennifer, and come meet the Weller’s! 

Los Alamos Faith & Science Forum 

March Gathering 
The Los Alamos Faith & Science Forum invites the 

Los Alamos community to its Tuesday, March 15 

gathering, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Trinity on the Hill 

Episcopal Church.  Laurie Triplett of TOTH will 

give a talk entitled, “Is the Human Mind Unique?  

An Evolved and Creative Mind.”  Laurie’s 30-

minute talk will be followed by questions and table 

discussion.  Everyone is invited. 

2016 Women2Women Event 
Women2Women is an ecumenical event featuring 

worship, prayer, testimonies, fellowship, and 

refreshments.  This year’s theme is “The Blessing 

of Patience.”  Women2Women is set for Saturday, 

March 19, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Los 

Alamos Church of Christ.  For reservations and 

information call Tanya Stidham, 505-695-5890.  

This event is free of charge. 

Journeys in Faith Resumes March 31 
The JIF group will resume its gatherings on 

Thursday, March 31, studying a book by Old 

Testament scholar and generally funny guy, Peter 

Enns: The Bible Tells Me So: Why Defending 

Scripture Has Made Us Unable to Read It.  The 

JIF group heartily welcomes new participants.  

Please see or call Selma or Bob Reinovsky. 

Resurrection Sunday 

March 27 

http://wrbcnm.org/infinity-squared-music.html
http://wrbcnm.org/infinity-squared-music.html
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Session News – February 2016 

The FOCUS Topic for the February Session 

meeting was, again, the future of White Rock 

Presbyterian Church.  The Session has now had 

opportunities to gather input from outside WRPC, 

both by meeting directly with our Missional 

Presbyter Sallie Watson and with Pastor Harry 

Eberts and his wife Jenny Harland, and through 

Rev. Guthrie's conversations with a number of 

pastors whose churches have recently 

experienced new vitality and growth.  We 

especially appreciate input from members of the 

congregation as we work on issues of pastoral 

leadership after 2016.  Thanks also to members 

who have provided their thoughts after the 

Annual Meeting.  The Session continues to seek 

guidance in finding a local mission which will fulfill 

God's purpose for us in White Rock and Los 

Alamos. 

The Presbytery of Santa Fe held two meetings on 

February 19-20: a Called Meeting to consider 

overtures being made to the 2016 General 

Assembly meeting in Portland this summer, and 

the Stated (regular) Winter Meeting.  Rev. 

Guthrie and our Ruling Elder Commissioner 

Joyce Haven reported on the meeting with 

particular emphasis on the new Presbytery 

organization and staffing model which was 

adopted at the Stated Meeting.  The new model, 

designed to reduce staff costs, will have a full-

time administrator, a part-time Stated Clerk, a 

part-time Bookkeeper, a full-time, temporary 

Transition Advisor, and six part-time consultants.  

Much of Presbytery leadership will come from 

numerous volunteer individuals and committees. 

Following up on the budget discussion at the 

February 7 Annual Meeting, WRPC received the 

good news that in 2016 LANL will continue the 

practice of partially matching employee 

contributions to United Way of Northern New 

Mexico.   This will add about $8,400 to the WRPC 

2016 income based on pledges that are paid via 

LANS/UWNNM. 

George Callaghan 

2016 Ecumenical 

“Lenten Thursdays” 

White Rock Presbyterian Church is teaming with 

the United Church, Trinity on the Hill Episcopal 

Church, Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

and First United Methodist Church to offer the 

2016 Ecumenical “Lenten Thursday” series every 

Thursday through March 17.  The theme of the 

2016 Series is “Life in the Spirit.”  Every Thursday 

features a soup and bread potluck supper 

beginning at 6:00 p.m., a series of classes, and a 

brief service of worship.  Worship ends about 

8:00 p.m. each Thursday.  The venue for the 

2016 Series is the United Church.  The Lenten 

Series offers a unique opportunity to engage in 

fellowship, discussion, and worship with 

Christians of other faith traditions. 

The series runs on the dedication and labor of 

volunteers from the churches. Help with food and 

childcare is needed from WRPC members on 

March 17.  WRPC choir members are welcome to 

join with the United Church choir on those nights 

as well.  See Pastor John for information on any 

of these ways of serving during the series. 

Reverend Kang Kook Ro 
Members and friends of White Rock Presbyterian 

Church grieve the sudden loss of the Rev. Kang 

Kook Ro, pastor of the Korean Presbyterian 

Fellowships in White Rock and Santa Fe.  Please 

pray for both 

congregations and for 

Rev. Ro’s family: Young, 

James, and Min.  

Rev. Ro now joins his 

magnificent voice with 

those of other saints in 

the presence of the Lord.  

We celebrate his life and 

his long, faithful ministry 

in the name of Jesus. 
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 Michael and Rachel Weller 

Mission Co-workers in Ethiopia  since 1994 

Ethiopia is the second most populous country in 

Africa.  More than half of the population is Christian 

and a third is Muslim. While Ethiopia has struggled 

with severe poverty and hunger issues, it currently 

boasts one of the fastest-growing economies in Africa. 

The Wellers were appointed in 1994 to serve in 

Ethiopia with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 

Mekane Yesus (EECMY).  Michael is the PC(USA)’s 

regional liaison for the Horn of Africa, where the PC(USA) works with partner churches in Sudan, 

South Sudan and Ethiopia.  Rachel is Health Coordinator for the East and West Gambella Bethel 

Synods of the EECMY in western Ethiopia.  Rachel’s work with three medical clinics in one of the 

most remote parts of Ethiopia offers her many challenges, including finding well-trained medical staff 

willing to live and work there. 

The Wellers began their service in Ethiopia in Dembi Dollo in the remote western highlands.  From 

1994 to 2001, Michael taught at the Gidada Bible School, which trains adults for positions of 

leadership within the church.  Michael helped create a curriculum so students could receive a 

diploma at the end of three years of study and pursue ordination as pastors. 

From 2002 to 2004 Michael worked with the Majangir people, nomads who were settling on the 

outskirts of Dembi Dollo, where he gained experience in community development and church 

planting.  Michael moved to Addis Ababa in 2004 to teach at the Mekane Yesus Seminary, and to 

work as the coordinator of the Bethel Synods Coordination Office, the office through which the 

EECMY relates to partner churches around the globe. 

Michael was born in Durham, North Carolina.  He received his M.Div. from Union Theological 

Seminary in Richmond, Viginia.  Rachel was born and raised in Ethiopia, where her parents were 

missionaries with the United Presbyterian Church.  Rachel served as a volunteer in mission in Egypt 

and met Michael while on a retreat at Mt. Sinai. 

Go Paperless! 

Save a stamp!  If you would like to receive 

your copy of the Overlook electronically 

rather than through the mail, just let our 

WRPC Office Manager know and make sure 

she has your correct e-mail address. We’ll 

send you an email when the newsletter is 

published. You’ll get your Overlook quicker 

and it will be in glorious color as well.   

Smith’s Community Rewards 

Sign up to donate a portion of your 

purchases when you shop at Smith’s to our 

church! Login into your Smith’s account, 

navigate to your Account Summary, scroll 

to the bottom and enroll White Rock 

Presbyterian Church , 26299. There is no 

cost to enroll and enrollment will not affect 

your fuel points or coupon discounts.  

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/global/ethiopia/
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 March Birthdays 
 

 

John Guthrie 7 

Vernon Kerr  11 

Jean Callaghan 23 

Marge Wilson 23 

Jennifer Holmes 26 

Presbyterian Women News 

Recently ten WRPC women enjoyed a wonderful 

time of fellowship and lunch with our hostess, 

Marge Wilson.  We miss her presence in our 

worship and ministries. 

Contact Mary Medendorp for the Weekly Women’s 

Bible Study schedule.  Presbyterian Women Circle/

Bible study will meet Thursday, March 17 at 

10:00 a.m. at the church. Contact Selma 

Reinovsky to confirm plans and your attendance. 

Plans for Souper Supper are on hold for the time 

being. 

The Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women is 

scheduled for Saturday, March 12 at Rio Rancho 

Presbyterian Church with the theme “Let there be 

peace on earth, and let it begin with Presbyterian 

Women”.  Registration beings at 8:30 a.m.  

Informational fliers are available in the church 

hallway, or call the church office. 

Thank you for your donations of Campbell’s labels 

and “Box Tops for Education.”  Thanks also for 

donations of small health-care items to be shared 

where needed.  Donation baskets are located in 

the church hallway. 

Joyce Berzins 

 

Hosting the Summer 

Presbytery Meeting 

Hi!  It’s me, your favorite, favorite, friendly “have I 

got a job for you” representative! 

WRPC will host the summer meeting of the 

Presbytery of Santa Fe in July, and to do it up right 

will take ideas, advice and actual effort from a 

great many of us.  The meeting date is Saturday, 

July 23.  Please keep the date in mind, and watch 

for more information (and requests for help) in the 

near future. 

One of the Flock (Selma Reinovsky) 
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White Rock Presbyterian Church 

310 Rover Blvd 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

 

Contact Information 
White Rock Presbyterian Church 

310 Rover Boulevard 

Los Alamos, New Mexico, 87544 

 

John Guthrie Office 505-672-3682 

Pastor Cell 505-709-8207 

 jguthrie@wrpchurch.com. 

 

Gill Erickson Office 505-672-3682 

Office Mgr officemanager@wrpchurch.com 

 

Office Hours for Gill: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

March 20 Palm Sunday 

March 24 Maundy Thursday Worship 

with the Lord’s Supper 

March 25 Good Friday Worship – 

Tenebrae – A Service of 

Darkness 

March 27 Resurrection Sunday 

mailto:jguthrie@wrpchurch.com
mailto:officemanager@wrpchurch.com

