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The Pastor’s Ponderings 

“More Church Growth Insights” 
Periodically I share with you what I have run across in my reading regarding the 

thought and recommendations of various authorities and groups that study 

churches and especially ways and means to renew and revitalize them.  I have a 

book on my shelf with the title Can Our Church Live? by Alice Mann.  The book 

was published in 1999, and could be somewhat dated, but it shares much in the 

way of background and recommendations with the New Beginnings materials.  

Alice Mann is associated with the Congregational Consulting Group, a spinoff of 

the highly respected Alban Institute. 

Mann identifies five “Characteristics of Growing Churches.”* 

 A clear and positive identity.  This church conveys, in word and deed, a 

message that is truly “good news.”  We are known and respected in our community for our 

genuine strengths. 

 Consistent focus on people who are not members.  While meeting members’ needs, this church 

searches for ways to share faith with a changing world; to communicate with people not now 

active in our ministry; and to address real needs in our community through social action or social 

service.  Both our pastor and our lay leaders are outreach-oriented. 

 Congregational harmony.  The way people interact with each other in this church lends credibility 

to our preaching and teaching.  When differences arise, we address each other with openness and 

respect.  We celebrate our shared life in many ways, and we are strong enough to face up to our 

failings as a community from time to time. 

 A positive dynamic between pastor and congregation.  Our pastor brings real strengths to this 

church, and these are well-received by the congregation.  We work to be clear and realistic about 

what we expect of each other.  The relationship between pastor and congregation tends to foster 

trust and generate enthusiasm for ministry. 

 Small-group programming.  We often form new small groups of various kinds, where people can 

know each other personally and relate their faith to daily life.  We give special attention to the way 
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such groups are formed, nurtured, and ended.  

We look for ways to involve in most of these 

groups people who are not currently 

members. 

Remember that no authority has perfect insight, 

they differ among themselves, and certainly no 

one of them knows White Rock Presbyterian 

Church and our context.  Nevertheless, I believe 

we have something to learn from them.  What do 

you make of Alice Mann’s list?  Should we be 

working more diligently at some of these 

characteristics?  As always, your thoughts and 

comments are welcome. 

Peace and joy, 

Pastor John 

*Alice Mann, Can Our Church Live?  Alban 

Institute, Inc., 1999.  pp. 28-29. 

 

Note from Budget and Finance: 

Charitable Donations from IRA’s 
Donors may once again make charitable gifts 

from their IRA funds under a now-permanent 

provision in the new tax bill signed into law in 

December 2015. The provision is part of the 

“Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act.” 

As many seniors know, IRA account owners who 

are 70 ½ years old or older are required to take a 

minimum distribution from their traditional IRAs, 

and some part of that distribution is frequently 

taxable. Instead, this option lets IRA owners to 

take distributions up to $100,000 tax-free from 

their accounts, if they give it directly to charities, 

including many gifts made through the 

Presbyterian Foundation. Please note that 

distribution from a traditional IRA to donor-

advised funds do not qualify for favorable tax 

treatment under the new provision. 

For those who make charitable gifts every year, 

this option can eliminate taxes on some of those 

distributions and allow seniors to support their 

favorite causes. Gifts to the Presbyterian 

Foundation give donors the opportunity to make a 

Formal Call for 2016 Stated 

Congregational and Corporation 

Meetings 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 

of the Congregation of White Rock 

Presbyterian Church and the Annual Meeting of 

the Corporation of White Rock Presbyterian 

Church will be held at the church, in Memorial 

Hall, on Sunday, 7 February 2016 following 

morning worship. 

All members of White Rock Presbyterian 

Church are asked to attend these meetings and 

vote on the matters brought before them. 

Friends of White Rock Presbyterian Church are 

encouraged to attend these meetings without 

vote to better understand topics of importance 

to the WRPC family. 

Matters to be brought before these meetings 

include: 

 Approval of the minutes of the 

congregational meetings of 25 January 

2015 and 6 December 2015 and the 

corporation meeting of 25 January 2015 

 Reception of written reports 

 Church Nominating Committee report and 

election of church officers and at-large 

members of the Church Nominating 

Committee 

 Review of the 2016 budget 

 Approval of the Pastor's Terms of Call for 

2016 

 Discussion of the future of WRPC 

 Action to enable the Session to name a new 

corporation board 

 Other matters which may properly come 

before either meeting 

lasting impact around the world.For more 

information, contact your financial advisor.  
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2016 Ecumenical Lenten Series 
White Rock Presbyterian Church will team with 

the United Church, Trinity on the Hill Episcopal, 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran, and First United 

Methodist to offer the 2016 Ecumenical Lenten 

Series every Thursday from February 18 through 

March 17, 2016.  The theme of the 2016 Series is 

“Life in the Spirit.”  Every Thursday features a 

soup and bread potluck supper beginning at 

6:00 p.m., a series of classes, and a brief service 

of worship.  The organizers aim to close worship 

at 8:00 p.m. each Thursday.  The venue for the 

2016 Series is the United Church.  The Lenten 

Series offers a unique opportunity to engage in 

fellowship, discussion, and worship with 

Christians of other faith traditions. 

The Series runs on the dedication and labor of 

volunteers from the churches.  Help with food and 

childcare is needed from WRPC members on 

February 18 and March 17.  WRPC choir 

members are welcome to join with the United 

Church choir on those nights as well.  See Pastor 

John for information on any of these ways of 

serving during the Series. 

Budget and Finance Committee 

Seeks a Treasurer 
With enormous thanks and appreciation to 

Susan Buxton, who has been serving as our 

“Remote Treasurer” since she and Terry moved 

to Maui last summer, and acknowledging the 

superb work that Gill Erickson continues to do 

as our Financial Secretary, the Session and the 

Budget and Finance committee recognize that, 

in fairness to both, it is time to secure a new 

Treasurer for White Rock Presbyterian Church. 

The B&F Committee and the Session, in 

consultation with Susan and Gill, have 

formulated and adopted a job description for the 

Treasurer that delineates the Treasurer’s 

specific responsibilities.  Furthermore, the 

Session and the B&F Committee understand 

that further refinement of those responsibilities 

may be appropriate, and are prepared to 

negotiate ways to share some of the workload 

with the Committee, or perhaps an Assistant 

Treasurer.  The Job Description is available in 

the office, or from Pastor John, or Bob 

Reinovsky, both of whom are anxious to discuss 

both the job and possible customization.  

Please prayerfully consider if service to the 

congregation as Treasurer would be something 

that could fit in your plans for your personal 

ministry.   John and Bob are always available 

for discussion.  

Lent 

The Season of Lent begins with 

Ash Wednesday, February 10, and 

continues through Holy Saturday, March 

26.  This Lenten Season at White Rock 

Presbyterian has the theme, “Coming to 

Grips.”  Throughout the season we will 

explore themes of 

  Coming to grips with sin 

  Coming to grips with repentance 

  Coming to grips with God’s compassion 

  Coming to grips with Christ, crucified 

Join us on Ash Wednesday, for each 

Sunday of the season, and for worship 

during Holy Week. 
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Session News – February 2016 

The FOCUS Topic for the January 17 Session 

meeting was the future of White Rock 

Presbyterian Church.  This topic will receive 

steady attention by the Session as we 

contemplate the end of Rev. Guthrie's designated 

three year term of service in December 2016 and 

a set of decisions about what follows December 

in terms of pastoral leadership and other 

challenges in the future of the congregation.  The 

Session will be in a process of prayerful 

discernment to understand what the Holy Spirit 

intends for us after December.  In the Annual 

Report for 2015 and in the Annual Meeting on 

February there will be more information and 

discussion on options for our future. 

WRPC continues to be active in affairs of the 

Presbytery of Santa Fe.  At the Session meeting 

Rev. Guthrie noted he is now Co-Moderator of 

the Presbytery's Commission on Preparation for 

Ministry, effective January 1, and that position 

makes him a member of the Presbytery 

Coordinating Team, charged with framing a new 

redevelopment plan for the Presbytery.  Nancy 

Guthrie is also serving on the Coordinating Team.   

WRPC will host the summer meeting of the 

Presbytery on July 23.  More volunteers will be 

needed to handle a variety of tasks related to the 

meeting.  If you can assist, please contact Rev. 

Guthrie, Selma Reinovsky, or Jean Callaghan 

who have already agreed to be part of the “host 

committee.” 

George Callaghan, Clerk of Session 

 

The Rev. Kara Windler, Worship Associate 
 

The Rev. Kara Windler has joined the staff of 

WRPC with the title of Worship Associate.  Kara 

and her husband, Ken, are Los Alamos residents; 

Ken is employed by LANL.  Kara currently serves 

as a part-time chaplain for the Los Alamos 

Medical Center.  Kara will serve as the Liturgist in 

worship once a month for the foreseeable future.  

The Session of WRPC has been impressed with 

Kara’s vitality and appreciates the perspective of 

a younger adult in our worship.  We may tap 

Kara’s wisdom in other ways in the future.  Be 

sure to welcome her warmly when she is with us. 

Kara has a Bachelor of Arts in History and 

Physics from Colorado College and a Master of 

Divinity from Eden Theological Seminary, a 

United Church of Christ school, in St. Louis, 

Missouri.  Kara was ordained by the Second 

Baptist Church of Greater St. Louis, an American 

Baptist congregation, in 2012.  She served 

Second Baptist as an Associate Pastor for three 

years.  She has training and experience in 

numerous fields of church service, both as a 

layperson and as an ordained minister. 

Engage in Evangelism 
The Engage curriculum supports two 

initiatives highlighted by our New Beginnings 

process: discipleship and evangelism.  

Engage addresses some of the discomfort 

that Presbyterians may feel toward traditional 

approaches to evangelism by both proposing 

and practicing some techniques that are 

particularly suited to the twenty-first century. 

The Session has established evangelism as 

one of the on-going ministries to which we 

commit ourselves.  The Session invites 

members and friends to participate in a new 

Evangelism Ministry Team as it explores and 

implements a twenty-first century approach to 

evangelism for WRPC. 

We have identified a four-point plan (Bible 

study, missionality, visibility, and one-to-one 

contact) as an initial approach to evangelism.  

The plan gives the new Team a starting point, 

but the Team will set directions for the future. 

Please prayerfully consider if your ministry 

might include participation in the new Team.  

Look for an opportunity to attend a first Team 

meeting soon, and feel free to talk to Pastor 

John or Bob Reinovsky.  
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 Meet Alan and Ellen Smith 

Alan and Ellen Smith are PC(USA) mission co-

workers based in Germany, serving also in Russia 

and Belarus.  Ellen serves as Regional Liaison, 

Eastern Europe, and Alan is Outreach Facilitator for 

Minority Peoples, Russia. 

When communism fell in the late twentieth century, 

the freedom for Christians to practice their faith in 

Eastern Europe expanded. The Presbyterian Church 

(USA) accepted the invitation of several of the 

region’s historic churches to accompany them in this 

new chapter of ministry.  The Smiths and other mission co-workers are helping PC(USA) partner 

churches in the region find ways to move Eastern Europe beyond its many historic racial and ethnic 

tensions toward a more harmonious future. 

As regional liaison for Eastern Europe, Ellen Smith supports PC(USA) partner programs, relationships 

and activities. She also supports PC(USA) mission personnel in communications, information sharing, 

guiding, mentoring, and reflection on mission. 

Al works with PC(USA) partners in ministries among minority groups in Russia. This includes the 

Roma people, formerly known as gypsies, who have been marginalized for generations.  His work 

touches refugees from Africa and Asia who have come to Russia in recent years and who have no 

legal rights and who face extreme discrimination. 

For several years the Smiths’ ministry has included a program of partnering congregations in the US 

and Russia.  This program has normally strengthened both partner congregations and has 

demonstrated the gospel’s ability to overcome barriers. 

Prior to entering mission service Al practiced law and both Al and Ellen were secondary school 

teachers in North Carolina.  Both earned undergraduate degrees from Carleton College, and Al holds 

a law degree from the University of Minnesota.  Al and Ellen are both ordained to the ministries of 

ruling elder and deacon and are members of MacPherson Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville, North 

Carolina. They are parents of three daughters, Allison, Margret, and, Emma, who accompanies them. 

Los Alamos Faith & Science Forum Gathering 

The next Los Alamos Faith & Science Forum 

gathering is set for Tuesday, February 16, 

6:00  to 7:00 p.m. in Kelly Hall at Trinity on the 

Hill Episcopal Church.  This gathering will 

center on the question of why it is that humans 

developed sophisticated language, but animals 

did not.  The gathering continues discussion of 

the topic for the winter F&S series, “What 

Makes Us Human?”  Everyone is invited to all 

monthly gatherings.  

 

Smith’s Community Rewards 
Sign up to donate a portion of your 

purchases when you shop at Smith’s to our 

church! Login into your Smith’s account, 

navigate to your Account Summary, scroll 

to the bottom and enroll White Rock 

Presbyterian Church , 26299. There is no 

cost to enroll and enrollment will not affect 

your fuel points or coupon discounts.  

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/global/germany/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/global/russia/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/global/belarus/
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 February Birthdays 

 

Don Burns 5 

Anthony Haven 7 

Mary Medendorp 7 

Carol Honig 11 

Frances Naffziger 15 

Joyce Berzins 25 

Susan Buxton 25 

Bob Reinovsky 27 

Jeff Goettee 28 

Go Paperless! 

Save a stamp!  If you would like to receive your 

copy of the Overlook electronically rather than 

through the mail, just let our WRPC Office 

Manager know and make sure she has your 

correct e-mail address. We’ll send you an email 

when the newsletter is published. You’ll get your 

Overlook quicker and it will be in glorious color 

as well.   

 

Engage is Underway 
The discipleship/evangelism study Engage, 

produced by the Presbyterian Church (USA) is 

now underway for White Rock Presbyterians.  The 

study includes six sessions, three of which have 

concluded.  The last three sessions are set for 

February 14, 21, and 28.  All White Rock 

Presbyterians are invited and encouraged to 

attend those sessions.  The titles of the six 

sessions are descriptive of the purpose and 

structure of the study: 

 The New Normal 

 Engaging Your Story 

 Sharing Your Faith Story 

 The Big Story 

 Connecting with Our Spheres of Influence 

 Connecting and Going Deeper with People 

in Our Spheres of Influence 

The insight and tools offered by initiatives like 

Engage are critical to the renewal and growth of 

our church.  While church growth and evangelism 

are not identical, they are related.  Come and learn 

some ways to engage people in your sphere of 

influence, with your faith story and the gospel 

story.  See or call Pastor John for more 

information. 

 

Thanks to Dick Heaton! 

Overlook Editor Needed! 
We offer profuse thanks to Dick Heaton, who has 

edited the Overlook for several years.  Dick has 

resigned from the editor’s position, in large part 

due to a heavy travel schedule.  Thank you, Dick, 

for your service to our congregation in this way. 

The Overlook needs a new editor.  Interested?  

Please see Pastor John.  In the meantime, John 

and Nancy Guthrie will share editing duties. 
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White Rock Presbyterian Church 

310 Rover Blvd 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

 

WRPC Contact Information 

White Rock Presbyterian Church is located at 

310 Rover Boulevard, Los Alamos, New Mexico, 

87544. 

Pastor Guthrie can be reached at 505-672-3682 

(office) or 505-709-8207 (cell) or by email at 

jguthrie@wrpchurch.com. 

Office Manager Gillian Erickson can be reached at 

the church office at 505-672-3682 or by email at 

officemanager@wrpchurch.com. 

Office Hours for Gillian Erickson: 

Tuesday throughThursday, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. 

mailto:jguthrie@wrpchurch.com
mailto:officemanager@wrpchurch.com

