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From the Pastor’s Desk
“Getting Out
of the Boat”
John
Ortberg,
a
Presbyterian pastor, writer,
and lecturer, is the author
of a book entitled, If You
Want to Walk on Water,
You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat. You can probably
guess the primary thesis of the book, and its primary
scriptural reference. Matthew, Mark, and John all have
an account of Jesus walking on the water, but only
Matthew includes the familiar addition of Peter
wanting to join him (Matthew 14:22-33). Jesus calls to
Peter from the surface of the lake, inviting the disciple
to come out on the water. Peter steps out of the boat
and onto the lake, and for a while he seems to be doing
fine as he walks on the lake toward Jesus. But then he
becomes frightened by the wind and the waves, and he
begins to sink. Jesus reaches out and catches Peter,
asking him why it is that he doubts.
John Ortberg wants us to recognize that, although Peter
experienced a lapse of faith, he did indeed get out of
the boat. A focus on this aspect of the story reminds us
that, if we want to walk with Jesus, we have to get out
of the boat. According to the author, there is
something inside each you that wants to walk on the
water, “to leave the comfort of routine existence and
abandon yourself to the high adventure of following
God.”

So, the author asks you and me, “What is your boat?”
Your boat, he says, is “whatever represents safety and
security to you apart from God.” It is whatever pulls
you away from the adventure of extreme discipleship,
whatever prevents you from stepping out in faith.
All of us have our own boats. They are those values
that prevent us from living lives of sold-out
discipleship. Things like money, security, family,
work, leisure, belongings, and so on. What is your
boat?
Jesus calls to us, inviting us to lives of joyful, exciting
discipleship, in fellowship with him on the journey.
The first step is simply getting out of the boat.
Peace and joy,
John

WRPC Contact Information
White Rock Presbyterian Church is located at 310
Rover Boulevard, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544.
The pastor, Rev. John Guthrie, can be reached at 505709-8207 or by email at jguthrie@wrpchurch.com.
Our church office administrator, Gillian Erickson, can
be contacted at the church office (672-3682) Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, from 8:00 am until 12:00
pm.
You
may
email
her
anytime
at
officemanager@wrpchurch.com.
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The FOCUS Topic for the June Session meeting was
consideration of how to assign/arrange Ministry
responsibilities among the Session members, with one
Session member “retiring” and a former member
returning to the Session. In particular we considered
how to establish Session leadership responsibility for
efforts related to Evangelism and Discipleship, which
haven't been explicitly defined as distinct Ministries in
the recent past. This discussion was influenced in
large measure, although not exclusively, by the
recommendations of WRPC's New Beginnings Team.
The two related NB Team recommendations were to
pursue (1) a renewed focus on (individual, internal)
spiritual growth and discipleship and (2) a renewed
focus on general visibility (for WRPC) and
evangelism. (The third NB recommendation urged
WRPC to pursue opportunities to share Mission with
other faith communities.)

George Callaghan

Small Group Leaders
Is God Calling You?
The New Beginnings initiative that is focused on
personal growth in discipleship, according to the vision
of the New Beginnings discernment team and the
Session of WRPC, will include as a key component the
creation and sustenance of new small groups. With the
Spirit’s blessing these small groups will promote
discipleship growth among all those who participate in
them.

The Session will return to this topic in August for a
discussion and decision on Session Ministry structure
for 2015-2016.

I am currently looking for those whom God may be
calling to serve as small group leaders. These leaders
provide the continuous prayer, planning, and effort to
keep the small groups going once they are underway.
The primary qualifications for a group leader are an
abiding love for Christ and a deep desire to see others
grow in devoted discipleship (while the leader grows in
the same way).

On the subject of new Session and Deacon members,
the Session thanks retiring Ruling Elder Terry Buxton
for his recent years of service on the Session and his
many contributions to the Ministry of Support,
especially his leadership in maintaining and upgrading
our physical facilities. We also thank retiring Deacon
Craig Kelly for his recent service on the Board of
Deacons.

If you think you might have the gifts and call to serve
as a group leader, please let me know. Is God calling
you to serve others and our church in this way?

The current officers for WRPC are:
Session
Moderator
Joyce Haven
Jeff Goettee
Rod McCabe
George Callaghan
Vernon Kerr
Bob Reinovsky
Deacons
Jennifer Holmes
Jean Callaghan
Vickie Teel
Church Treasurer
WRPC Overlook

Pastor John

Rev. John Guthrie
Class of 2016
Class of 2016
Class of 2017
Class of 2017
and Clerk of Session
Class of 2018
Class of 2018

Collaborative Missions
Recall that the three primary initiatives for White Rock
Presbyterian Church that emerged from the New
Beginnings discernment process were (1) a renewed
emphasis on personal discipleship for our church and
for each of us, (2) a renewed emphasis on evangelism
for our church and for each of us, and (3) exploration
of collaborative mission enterprises with other
churches in our community.

Class of 2016
Class of 2017
Class of 2018

Susan Buxton
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Tuesday, August 4:

God and the Multiverse,
Deborah Haarsma presenting
Wednesday, August 5: God, Evolution, and Morality,
Loren Haarsma presenting
Thursday, August 6:
Evolution and Christianity:
Past Present, and Future, both
Haarsma’s presenting

One of the prime potential mission partners identified
by the New Beginnings Team is the Santa Fe Korean
Presbyterian Fellowship, certainly our nearest
neighbor. I recently had a conversation with Reverend
Ro regarding the possibility of joint mission between
WRPC and the Korean Fellowship.
Reverent Ro informed me that neither his Santa Fe
congregation nor his Los Alamos congregation
engages actively in mission, for a number of reasons.
However, Pastor Ro said that there might very well be
some families within either congregation that would
embrace the opportunity to engage in mission with us.
In particular we discussed the imminent rummage sale
(set for July 25) and the possibility of joint
participation in a fall trip to work with our friends at
the Navajo House of Fellowship.

The lectures will take place at the new Pajarito
Environmental Education Center on Canyon Road,
with each one beginning at 7:30 pm.
Pastor John

Service News
Manny’s Tool Box

We will continue to be diligent in inviting our SFKPF
friends to join us in mission. What a great opportunity
to grow in fellowship and to serve others with our
closest Christian neighbors! Please pray about the
promising opportunities presented by these joint
mission endeavors.
Pastor John

The Service Committee has decided to use all of the
$2500 from the dedicated Manny’s Tool Box funds to
seed a home-repair and construction ministry on the
Navajo Nation.
Manny Honig was a member of WRPC and the loving
husband of long-time WRPC member Carol Honig, as
well as the father of Alison, Steven, and Kristin. He
was a servant of the Lord who loved to help people.
Being a craftsman himself, and generous with his tools,
it is a fitting legacy to establish MANNY’S TOOL BOX
under the care of Fred and Lorraine Thomas of the
Navajo House of Fellowship Church at Bread Springs,
New Mexico, 11 miles south of Gallup.

Science and Faith
The Los Alamos Forum on Faith and Science
continues its summer lecture/discussion series on
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 pm in Kelly
Hall at Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church. The
evening begins with a free dinner! Topics for future
presentations include cosmology, evolution, intelligent
design, and human origins. In recent weeks some 50
or more people, of all religious persuasions, have
gathered for the discussions.
Everyone is very
welcome.

Manny’s Tool Box will be a tool-sharing ministry to
serve the people of the Navajo Nation in self-help
construction projects, under the mentorship of Fred and
Lorraine Thomas. Community members will be able
to sign a user’s agreement in order to borrow tools.
The user’s agreement will specify the time and date
that the tools are checked out and expected time of
return and an agreement to return the tools in good
working condition. If tools are broken or lost,
borrowers will have an opportunity to replace or repair
them, in keeping with good stewardship of God’s gifts.
Fred and Lorraine will supervise the use of the tools,
providing side-by-side mentorship in home building
and repair. Manny’s Tool Box will be kept on the
grounds of House of Fellowship Church in a secure
location for safekeeping. Fred and Lorraine will take
responsibility for keeping the tools safe and secure as
well as for teaching the borrowers how to properly use
and care for all tools.

In August two distinguished faith and science speakers
are coming to Los Alamos! Deborah and Loren
Haarsma, of the BioLogos Institute and Calvin
College, respectively, will be in Los Alamos August 46 to present a series of three talks on the intersection of
faith and science. The Haarsma’s are the authors of the
book, Origins: Christian Perspectives on Creation,
Evolution, and Intelligent Design, which serves as the
foundation for the ecumenical faith and science
gatherings currently underway on Wednesday nights.
The schedule for the three presentations looks like this:
July 2015
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Manny’s Tool Box will be a vibrant reminder that all
gifts are from God and that we are Christ’s hands and
feet in sharing His gifts with brothers and sisters in our
community.

Go Paperless!

Save a stamp! If you would like
to receive your copy of the Overlook electronically
rather than through the mail, just let our WRPC Office
Manager know and make sure she has your correct email address. We’ll send you a PDF file at the
beginning of the month. You’ll get your Overlook
quicker and it will be in glorious color as well.

Later in this newsletter you can see a wish list of tools
needed to fill the tool box. As you can see, there are
many more tools needed than our current funds can
supply. If you feel led to make a donation to Manny’s
Tool Box, you can do so by writing a check to WRPC
with “Manny’s Tool Box” and the tool you’d like to
sponsor on the memo line.

Save the Date!

We hope to dedicate Manny’s Tool Box on our fall
work trip to Bread Springs, where we will build ramps
for elderly or infirmed House of Fellowship
community members.
Jennifer Holmes

All-Church Picnic
The annual church picnic is set for Sunday, July 12,
following worship, at Rover Park. The Fellowship
Committee will provide hotdogs, hamburgers, buns,
condiments, drinks, and place settings. Please bring a
covered dish to share. Join us for great food and
fellowship!

PW News

Rummage Sale

Presbyterian Women is taking a break from the usual
for the summer. The weekly Bible Study group
continues to meet. Contact Mary Medendorp for the
schedule.

The 2015 Rummage Sale is set for
Saturday, July 25. You may drop
rummage off now in Memorial
Hall.
Look
for
future
opportunities
to
volunteer.
Contact Rod McCabe for more information. Thanks
for your help with the sale!

We are a small group, however continuing to support
our mission projects is important to us. We are seeking
new ways to meet our budget. If you have an
abundance of garden produce you might like to share,
please bring it on Sunday to display for others to take
for a small donation. Your donations allow us to
continue to support Presbytery and a child in India
through Child Fund. Thank you for all your support.

All Aboard!
The all-church Amtrak train trip is set for FridaySunday, July 31-August 2. See or call George
Callaghan or Bob Reinovsky for more information.

Much appreciated are your donations of product Labels
for Education – including: Bic, Campbell’s, FrancoAmerican, Pace, Pepperidge Farm, Post Cereals, Prego,
Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8, and Wolfgang Puck.
Also Box Tops for Education:
Betty Crocker,
Bisquick, Juicy Juice, Cheerios, Chex, Green Giant,
Pillsbury, Hamburger Helpers, Old El Paso, Progresso,
Ziploc, Avery, and Hefty. You will find a basket in the
hallway for your donations.
Joyce Berzins

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Phil 4:4-7

WRPC Overlook
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community, to help organize and run the rummage
sale. Second, our proceeds will be going towards three
excellent youth related causes. We will be splitting
proceeds between Young Life Los Alamos Summer
Camp scholarships, Julie’s Helpers Scholarships for
young Navajo women, and Operation Christmas Child.
Third, the rummage sale is a chance to increase our
visibility in the community and to remind our
neighbors of our existence here among them. This
year again, we will be sending postcards to every
household in White Rock announcing our sale and
inviting them to attend, to donate items for sale, or to
set up their own sale table in the parking lot. We also
plan to have an article in the LA Daily Post and
classified ads in the Post and Monitor.

Birthdays

Ken Wilson
Glenn Clemons
Sumner Barr
Carol Fujii
Hayden Meadows
Max Goettee
Dick Heaton
Darren Meadows
Veronica Kelley
Griffin McCabe

There are several ways to contribute to the success of
the upcoming rummage sale.
First, bring your
rummage. We have started assembling things to sell in
the far end of Memorial Hall. Second, volunteer.
There will be opportunities for supervision and
guidance of our hard working youth on the mornings of
the week leading up to the sale and many opportunities
on the day of the sale. Keep your eyes open for signup sheets the first few weeks of July. Third, recruit a
youth to help. We have a small number of youth who
will be working very hard to make the rummage sale a
success. It would be great if we could recruit a few
more local kids (children, grandchildren, neighbors) to
work a morning or two. Finally pray that the garage
sale will be a success. Please email Rod McCabe
(noahandnathansdad@yahoo.com) with any questions,
comments, or suggestions.
Rod McCabe
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Rummage Sale
Saturday, July 25th
The upcoming rummage sale is right around the corner.
Before going over the emerging details of the rummage
sale and telling you how you might help, let me tell
you why we are having a rummage sale. First, a
rummage sale is one of the activities, outside of
worship, where nearly every member or friend of this
congregation participates. Members contribute their
rummage, their time setting up and running the sale,
and their prayers. In years past, rummage sales have
also been opportunities to work with our mission
partners from the House of Fellowship (HOF). This
year, Lorraine Thomas and other HOF members will
again come and participate. Last year we invited
members of the community to participate by donating
items or even setting up their own sale tables in the
parking lot, and we will do the same this year. This
year we plan to rely heavily on our youth, and
hopefully some other youth from around the
July 2015

Christmas in July
It's that time of year again, when we need to start
thinking about and purchasing supplies for our
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. In July and
August there are usually good buys on “back to
school” items of all kinds, so watch your newspaper
circulars for deals and pick some up now. There are
also usually good buys on socks and underwear for
kids, so look for opportunities to purchase these as
well.
Remember the faces of all those children. With the
devastating earthquake in Nepal, the cyclone in
Vanuatu, the floods of Obrenovac in Serbia, all the
5
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Presbyterian Church in Manchester, New Hampshire.
Prior to moving to the United States, Myoung Ho
earned a B.A. in accounting from Chung Ang
University and an M.B.A. in international business
from Yonsei University. He is a teaching elder and
member of Eastern Korea Presbytery.

refuge camps, and the situations in many other places,
the needs are great!
Be a part of changing children s lives. Please purchase
some supplies now. Shoeboxes of all sizes are needed,
so if you have any, I'd be happy to take them anytime.
We will soon be setting out the collection box for your
donations.
Please contact me if you have any
suggestions or comments.
Mary Medendorp

Ji Yeon has been involved in ministries of hospitality
and Bible teaching in the churches her husband has
served.
Myoung Ho and Ji Yeon want to work alongside
Chinese Christians in a quest for more faithful
discipleship and a global understanding of the gospel.
“We hope the church will shine the light of the truth
and play an essential role in the coming of the
Kingdom of God in the world by living out the Word
of God and actively engaging in world mission,” Ji
Yeon says.

Meet Myoung Ho Yang and Ji Yeon Yoo

Christianity was introduced in China in 635 CE by
Nestorian missionaries.
Many Protestant groups,
including the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), began
sending missionaries to China in the 19th century.
For
more
about
their
ministry
go
to:
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/mission
connections/myoung-yang-and-ji-yoo/
The Protestant Churches of Hong Kong founded
Chung Chi College in 1951 to provide higher
education grounded in both Christian values and
Chinese culture. Its focus is on liberal arts education
and “whole person development.” Chung Chi is the
only constituent college of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong with religious roots, and its divinity school
is the only program of theological education offered
within a public university in China.
It grants
theological degrees at the bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctoral levels. Myoung Ho Yang is a professor of
liturgical studies and sacred music in the divinity
school.

Bob Reinovsky

Important Contacts
Pastor/Session Moderator:
Rev. John Guthrie, 505-709-8207
jguthrie@wrpchurch.com
Clerk of Session:
George Callaghan, 505-984-1868
callaghang@aol.com

Both Myoung Ho Yang and Ji Yeon Yoo have long
carried a song for mission from Habakkuk 2:14 in their
hearts: “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”
Its rhythm beats with their passion to do God’s will.

WRPC Office Manager
Gillian Erickson, 672-3682
officemanager@wrpchurch.com

“It has long been our prayer and desire to serve as an
instrument of God’s mission,” Myoung Ho says. “The
words in Habakkuk have been our song.”

WRPC Webmaster:
Craig Kelley, 672-3133
kelleys@q.com

Myoung Ho comes to mission service with experience
as a pastor, professor, and worship leader. He has been
worship pastor at two congregations in New Jersey,
and pastor of the Korean congregation of Westminster

Overlook Editor:
Dick Heaton, 662-0028
rcheaton@hotmail.com
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Manny’s Tool Box Wish List















Big Box







1 generator
1 welder
1 wet tile cutter
1 Graco paint sprayer
2 scaffolding
utility trailer

Small Box


















6’ step ladder
6’ level
angle grinder
Reciprocating Saw
Jigsaw
Hopper (for texturing)
100’ HD extension cord
50’ HD extension cord
25-30’ HD extension cord
hole saw set (bi-metal)
HD wheelbarrow (2)
Husky tool box---wheeled
Ram set
8’ ladder
20-ton bottle jack (2)
wheeled husky toolbox
air compressor hose (2)

How You Can Help

Medium Box










roofing hammer
drywall hammer
jab saw (keyhole saw)
drywall taping knife
chisel set
stud straightner
floor tile scraper
mortar hoe (2)
shovel square (2)
shovel, round
sledgehammer
axe
spade bit set
HD stapler (2)

air compressor
pneumatic roofing coil nailer
worm drive
cordless drill/driver
tile cutter
hammer drill
extension ladder
chop saw
cordless right angle drill



Pray for Manny’s Tool Box Ministry,
especially that the people served would
know Jesus as their savior.



Participate in a work weekend on the Navajo
Nation; see a Service Committee member
for dates.



Support a work weekend through prayer,
food preparation, equipment loans, or
fundraisers.



Coordinate with Fred and Lorraine directly
to offer your skills on a construction project.



Donate money or tools to Manny’s Tool
Box. Checks can be made out to WRPC
with “Manny’s Tool Box” written in the
memo line.

Mini-Box





hand saw
framing hammer
framing square
pipe wrench
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