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FFrroomm  tthhee  PPaassttoorr’’ss  DDeesskk  
 

The Holy Spirit and 
the Spirit of 
Compromise 

 
The Sunday morning Bible 
Study group continues its 
study of The Acts of the 
Apostles.  The study has 
been at times exciting, 
provocative, moving, and 
energizing.  Last Sunday we 

looked at the narrative recorded in chapter 15, in which 
the leaders of the church wrestle with a persistent New 
Testament issue, whether or not male Gentile converts 
to the faith must be circumcised in order to become 
fully incorporated into the body of Christ.  (That theme 
is front and center, for example, in the Letter to the 
Galatians.) 
 
Some members of the fledgling Christian movement 
(notably, some Pharisees) insist that circumcision is 
indeed required.  The apostle Paul, his traveling 
companion, Barnabus, and others adamantly claim that 
it is not.  A council is held in Jerusalem, where the 
original apostles and other elders are located, in order 
to resolve the question. 
 
After prayer and debate, Peter stands before the 
assembly and reminds the participants that God has 
also given the Holy Spirit to Gentile believers 
(recorded several places in Acts), making no 
distinction between Gentiles and Jews.  Therefore, he 
says, we Jews must not place a yoke on the necks of 
the Gentiles that even we have not been able to bear.  
“On the contrary,” Peter says, “we believe that we will 

be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 
they will.” 
 
In the end the council, led by Peter and James, Jesus’ 
brother, agrees to require of the Gentiles adherence to a 
few dietary and one sexual instruction, but not 
circumcision.  The council, led by the Holy Spirit, 
reaches a compromise: neither circumcision nor the 
abandonment of all Torah instruction, but something in 
between. 
 
Some faithful Christians may claim from time to time 
that there is no compromise in the service of God or in 
discipleship under Christ.  In my understanding, this 
passage in Acts reminds us that the Spirit will, 
sometimes and in some circumstances, lead faithful 
disciples to a compromise in response to particular 
difficult issues facing the church.  Our persistent prayer 
should be that we will faithfully discern the voice of 
the Spirit whenever we deal with such issues.  They 
have been present from the beginning of Christ’s 
church even to this day. 
 
Peace and joy, 
 
John 
 
 

WRPC Contact Information 
 
White Rock Presbyterian Church is located at 
310 Rover Boulevard, Los Alamos, NM 87544.  The 
church office is staffed Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 8:00 am until 12:00 pm. You may 
contact the church by phone at 505-672-3682 or email 
at officemanager@wrpchurch.com. 
 

An informative newsletter published by the White Rock Presbyterian Church 



SSeessssiioonn  NNeewwss  
 
Worship Ministry was the “Focus Topic” for the 
March Session meeting—specifically longer range 
planning for the Worship Ministry.  Rev. Guthrie and 
ruling elder Joyce Haven reminded us of recent facility 
improvements to our worship setting (with more to 
come, described below) and outlined three major 
directions for WRPC worship over the next several 
years.  These directions are (1) new paraments 
(banners and other visual art) for the sanctuary, (2) 
continued use of “contemporary” music, and (3) new 
efforts to engage the congregation in worship. 
 
New paraments, because of the cost, will certainly be a 
longer range effort.  The Worship Ministry Team will 
be looking for banners and hangings that will lighten 
the sanctuary (and enlighten the congregation).   The 
WMT and the Session are committed to continued and 
creative use of contemporary music in our worship 
while recognizing that finding the balance between 
traditional and contemporary music that works for our 
congregation and visitors isn't straightforward.  There's 
also a recognition that whatever balance develops 
likely can't please everyone. 
 
Regarding new efforts to engage the congregation in 
worship—while remembering that worship is for God, 
not for us—the Worship Ministry Team and Rev. 
Guthrie are mindful that people engage differently in 
worship.  Some are particularly drawn by music, some 
by scripture and the sermon, some by prayer, some by 
the Lord's Supper, etc.  Some are more drawn by 
auditory elements, some by visual, some by movement 
and ritual.   The WMT and the Pastor will work on 
bringing new elements to our worship.  Suggestions 
and examples of worship practice that has attracted you 
are welcome! 

 
George Callaghan, Clerk of Session 

 
 

Help Needed for Paschal Breakfast 
 
Help is needed to supply the various foods for the 
Easter Paschal Breakfast. You will find a sign-up sheet 
in the church hallway. Thank you! 
 

 
 

HHoollyy  WWeeeekk  WWoorrsshhiipp  
SSeerrvviicceess  

 
Services are set for Holy Week for White Rock 
Presbyterian Church.  Please mark the following dates 
on your calendar.  The Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday services remain, as always, essential elements in 
the Holy Week experience.  These services help Christ-
followers fully appreciate the impact of what Jesus has 
done for us in his suffering and in his death.  Join us 
for all of these services of worship. 
 
Palm Sunday Worship: March 29, 9:15 am.  

Including a procession with palm branches. 

Maundy Thursday Worship: April 2, 7:30 pm. 
Including the Lord’s Supper. 

Good Friday Worship: April 3, 7:30 pm.  
A service of darkness. 

Easter Resurrection Celebration: April 5, 9:15 am. 
 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Paschal Breakfast: April 5, following worship. 

 

“Seven Last Words” Ecumenical Good Friday 
Worship 

Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church will again host its 
“Seven Last Words” Good Friday Service, which 
includes representatives from a number of local 
churches.  The service is set for 12:00 noon until 
3:00 pm on Friday, April 3, at TOTH.  The service 
includes scripture, prayer, and singing.  Worshipers 
may come and go as their schedules require. 
 
Easter Ecumenical Sunrise Service 
 
The traditional Easter Sunrise Service with 
participation by several White Rock churches is set for 
6:15 am on Resurrection Sunday, April 5, at Overlook 
Park.  Plan to dress informally and warmly.  Join other 
White Rock Christians as they celebrate the 
Resurrection! 
 
 

Easter Flowers 
 
Please bring flowers of your choice to add to sanctuary 
decorations on Easter Sunday, April 5. 

WRPC Overlook  April 2015 2 



PPuullppiitt  SSuuppppllyy  iinn  AApprriill  
 
Pastor John will be traveling to Cuba with the 
Presbytery of Santa Fe contingent in April, and out of 
the pulpit on Sunday, April 12 and Sunday, April 19.  
Please plan to worship with us those Sundays (and, of 
course, every Sunday in April).  We have arranged for 
two longtime friends of WRPC to fill the pulpit in 
John’s absence.  On Sunday, April 12, Floyd Smith 
will be with us, bringing his usual, unusual, style.  On 
Sunday April 19, Bill Aber, retired Executive Presbyter 
of Santa Fe Presbytery, and another longtime friend, 
will be with us. 
 
Join us for worship and fellowship, and to renew 
acquaintance with old friends. 
 

Bob Reinovsky 
 

OOppeerraattiioonn  CChhrriissttmmaass  CChhiilldd  
22001155  

 
Planning is already underway for the 2015 Packing 
Party for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  Even 
though November seems a long way off, please be 
diligent in collecting supplies, starting now.  In July we 
will set out the collection box for your items. 
 
Please save shoe boxes of any size; I can collect them 
from you at any time. I have wrapping paper at home, 
and it greatly helps me to wrap far in advance of the 
party. The OCC crew welcomes ideas or suggestions; 
please contact me. 
 
 Mary Medendorp 
 
 

Welcome, Allen Robinson! 
 
We welcome Allen Robinson into the membership of 
White Rock Presbyterian Church!  Allen has been 
worshiping and serving with us for three years.  He is a 
long-time resident of White Rock, having moved to 
town with his parents in the 1970’s.  Allen has worked 
as a landscaper and builder, and currently serves on the 
lab security force.  We look forward to Allen’s 
continued participation with us, and growth with us, in 
the years to come. 
 

OOnnee  GGrreeaatt  HHoouurr  ooff  SShhaarriinngg  
 
Around the world, people lack access to food, clean 
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.  Each gift 
to the Presbyterian Church’s One Great Hour of 
Sharing (OGHS) serves to help change the lives of 
people who are in these challenging situations. The 
offering provides us a way to share God’s love with 
neighbors in need. 
 
The One Great Hour of Sharing, received in the season 
of Lent, makes a difference in the world through three 
impactful programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People.  Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) works within communities as they 
recover and find hope after the devastation of natural 
or human-caused disasters.  The Presbyterian Hunger 
Program (PHP) takes action to alleviate hunger and its 
systemic causes, and helps create access for entire 
communities to sufficient and healthy food.  Self-
Development of People (SDOP) partners with people 
and communities, providing development and 
education to alleviate poverty, oppression, and 
injustice. 
 
Started in 1949, One Great Hour of Sharing is a long-
standing ecumenical effort aimed at raising the funds 
necessary to provide relief and reconstruction for 
communities in the aftermath of disaster. What started 
as an hour-long radio appeal has evolved over the 
years, varying from eight to 29 participating 
communions.  Today, projects supported by One Great 
Hour of Sharing are underway in more than 100 
countries. 
 
White Rock Presbyterian will formally collect the 
OGHS offering on Easter Sunday, but earlier donations 
are very welcome. 
 

 
Go Paperless!  Save a stamp!  If you would like 
to receive your copy of the Overlook electronically 
rather than through the mail, just let our Office 
Manager know, and make sure she has your correct 
e-mail address.  We’ll send you a PDF file at the 
beginning of the month.  You’ll get your Overlook 
quicker and it will be in glorious color as well.   
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JJoouurrnneeyyss  iinn  FFaaiitthh  GGrroouupp  
RReessuummeess  GGaatthheerriinnggss  

 
The Journeys in Faith group will resume its weekly 
meetings on Thursday, April 9, at 7:30 pm at the home 
of Selma and Bob Reinovsky.  The group will be 
reading and discussing a book by Debra and Loren 
Haarsma, Origins: Christian Perspectives on Creation, 
Evolution, and Intelligent Design.  The Haarsma’s will 
visit Los Alamos in August and present a series of 
three talks on the interface between faith and science.  
The JIF group warmly welcomes new participants!  
Please contact Selma or Bob for more information. 
 

NNeeww  BBeeggiinnnniinnggss  UUppddaattee  
 
The New Beginnings Discernment Team (Christine 
Haven, Bob Reinovsky, Jennifer Holmes, Ken Holmes, 
Nancy Guthrie, and John Guthrie) has submitted its 
report to the Session for the Session’s prayerful 
consideration.  As reported earlier, the broad 
recommendations of the discernment team are these: 
 
• The initiation of ministry and programs to promote 

the continuing spiritual development of ruling 
elders and the membership at large; 

• Continuing efforts to raise the visibility of WRPC 
in our community and new efforts at evangelism in 
the community; 

• The initiation of conversations with other churches 
in our community in order to develop ecumenical 
mission projects for the future. 

 
Please pray for the Session as it considers these 
recommendations.  Copies of the report are available in 
the literature rack located in the conference room.  You 
may also contact the church office, and we will be glad 
to email a PDF copy to you.  The Session welcomes 
your comments and suggestions with respect to the 
report and its recommendations. 
 
 Pastor John 

  

CCuullttuurraall  EExxcchhaannggee  ttoo  CCuubbaa  
 
John Guthrie, Nancy Guthrie, and Jennifer Holmes 
from White Rock Presbyterian Church will join nine 
others from the Presbytery of Santa Fe on a cultural 

exchange trip to Cuba in April.  Please remember our 
trip in your prayers this month.  
 
We will take donations for the members of 
Presbyterian churches we will visit.  Please contact one 
of us if you would like to donate anything for us to 
take to Cuba. 

Jennifer Holmes 
 

PPWW  NNeewwss  
 
The Presbyterian Women will NOT meet for the usual 
First Wednesday Luncheon in April due to other 
commitments during Holy Week. The next luncheon 
date will be Wednesday, May 6. 
 
The women of the church are offered two opportunities 
to pursue Bible study.  The weekly Women’s Bible 
Study Group continues to study a book by John 
MacArthur entitled Twelve Extraordinary Women – 
How God shaped women of the Bible and what he 
wants to do with you. They will be studying Eve, 
Sarah, Rahab, Ruth, Hannah, Mary (mother of Jesus), 
Anna, the Samaritan woman, Martha and Mary, Mary 
Magdalene, and Lydia.   Contact Mary Medendorp for 
further information for meeting time and place.   
 
The second opportunity for Bible study is the 
Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study/Circle, regularly 
scheduled for the third Thursday of the month at 
10:00 am in the church conference room. The next 
meeting date is April 16.  This group is studying the 
book, The Woman Who Named God, and is led by 
Selma Reinovsky. 
 
The women plan to visit and share fresh-baked cookies 
with the Crisis Center Family Shelter in Espanola 
sometime in early April. If you would like to 
participate with a donation of cookies please contact 
Linda Burns or Joyce Berzins.  The date of the visit is 
uncertain at this time; your cookie donations will be 
stored in the church freezer until they are needed. 
Thank you for your contributions! 
 
We continue to collect Campbell’s products labels (bar 
code portion only) and Box Tops for Education. You 
will find a basket in the hallway.  There is also a basket 
to receive toiletry items for the Crisis Center.  Note 
that the Crisis Center now prefers full-size bottles. 

  
Joyce Berzins 
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AAllll  AAbbooaarrdd!!  
AArree  yyoouu  aa  ttrraaiinn  bbuuffff??    DDoo  yyoouu  eennjjooyy  aa  ttrraaiinn--rriiddee  ––  
jjuusstt  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuunn  ooff  iitt??    HHaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr  eennjjooyyeedd  aa  

ssttaayy  iinn  aa  hhiissttoorriicc  hhootteell??  
 
If the answer to any of these questions is “yes” you 
might consider joining an informal outing during the 
summer or fall of 2015.  We are gauging interest in a 
weekend train ride adventure to Winslow, Arizona on 
some convenient summer or fall weekend.   The trip 
might, for example, involve a Friday afternoon/evening 
train ride from Lamy to Winslow, two nights in the 
newly reopened Harvey House La Posada Hotel in 
Winslow, and an early morning return on Sunday to 
Lamy. 
 
For geology and natural history buffs, Meteor Crater, 
Petrified Forest, and the Painted Desert are within 
about one hour from Winslow, by car. You can always 
spend time “standing on a corner in Winslow, Arizona” 
for leisurely downtime.  Train fare is currently $57 per 
person each way (AMTRAK coach), and rooms at La 
Posada are $119 to $169 per night.  Certainly different 
itineraries are possible. 
 
Contact George Callaghan or Bob Reinovsky. 
 

22001155  RRuummmmaaggee  SSaallee??  
 
We are looking for a lead coordinator for a rummage 
sale in 2015.  The August 2014 Rummage Sale was, by 
all measures, a big success.  The sale was hard work 
and took many hours of time.  However, nearly 
everyone in the church family contributed to this effort 
through prayer, sale item contributions, purchases, 
preparation, and contributions.  The rummage sale also 
involved participation from members of the House of 
Fellowship (HOF) and a White Rock Baptist Church 
youth group cleanup crew.  In addition, we used the 
rummage sale as an opportunity to reach out to the 
community of White Rock through mailings to each 
WR residence advertising the sale and offering space 
to individuals for their own sales.  As a result of the 
postcard advertisement, quite a few people from the 
community supported the sale by dropping off sale 

items, as well as by coming to the sale.  Through this 
effort we were able to raise $2,700 that was split 
between LA Cares, the Crisis Center of Northern New 
Mexico, and the HOF firewood ministry.  Please 
consider whether this is an effort you can help 
coordinate in 2015. 

Rod McCabe. 
 

 

 April 
 Birthdays 
 

 
 
 
Carolyn Christian 1 
Noah McCabe 7 
Jeff Kelley 14 
Al Medendorp 16 
Terry Buxton 20 
Jaxon Kelley 21 
James Ro 24 
Selma Reinovsky 25 
Connie Goettee 26 
 

 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Approves Marriage Amendment 
 
The following text is an announcement posted on the 
PC(USA) website on March 17, 2015. 
 
By majority vote, Presbyterians have affirmed that 
marriage is a “unique commitment between two 
people, traditionally a man and a woman.” 
 
While the Office of the General Assembly is still 
awaiting official tallies, it appears that a majority of the 
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171 presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
have approved a change to the current description of 
marriage in the PC(USA)’s Constitution. 
 
At its meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2015, Palisades 
Presbytery became the 86th presbytery to approve an 
amendment to the PC(USA)’s Book of Order. 
The new language reads:  

Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind 
for the wellbeing of the entire human family. 
Marriage involves a unique commitment between 
two people, traditionally a man and a woman, to 
love and support each other for the rest of their 
lives. The sacrificial love that unites the couple 
sustains them as faithful and responsible members 
of the church and the wider community.  

In civil law, marriage is a contract that recognizes 
the rights and obligations of the married couple in 
society. In the Reformed tradition, marriage is also 
a covenant in which God has an active part, and 
which the community of faith publicly witnesses 
and acknowledges.  

The 221st General Assembly (2014) of the PC(USA) 
approved Amendment 14-F last summer, but required a 
majority of presbyteries to ratify the provision for it to 
become part of the church’s Constitution. Voting 
began last fall in the wake of decades of discernment 
and marriage studies. Since then, pastors (“teaching 
elders” in Presby-speak) and members of 
congregations elected to serve as ruling elders have 
come together to pray, discuss, and try to discern the 
mind of Christ. In their efforts, they have looked to 
Scripture, the PC(USA) Book of Confessions, and the 
stories of everyday Presbyterians with whom they 
minister.  

PC(USA) ministers already can perform same-sex 
marriages in states where such marriages are legal. By 
a vote of 371–238, the 221st General Assembly (2014) 
approved an authoritative interpretation permitting 
ministers and sessions in these states to use their own 
discernment in conducting same-sex marriages, 
effective June 2014. 

The General Assembly also included in those changes 
clear language that no teaching elder or session can be 
forced to conduct a same-sex marriage ceremony if 
they do not believe it is appropriate. As of March 16, 
42 presbyteries had voted against the amendment, 

demonstrating ongoing disagreement within the 
church. 

The change to the wording on marriage will take effect 
June 21, 2015, one year after the adjournment of last 
summer’s assembly. 

Additional resources are available at the Office of the 
General Assembly website. 

“These decisions have been welcomed by some and a 
disappointment to others,” Parsons said in a statement 
after the decisions of the 221st General Assembly 
(2014). “Let us pray that we can allow the Spirit to 
continue to create in us a common call to follow Christ 
while respecting each other’s convictions.” 
 

 

TThhee  MMaarrrriiaaggee  AAmmeennddmmeenntt  
aanndd  WWRRPPCC  

As discussed in a separate article in this issue of the 
Overlook, a majority of the presbyteries in the 
PC(USA) have approved the proposed amendment to 
the constitution which will allow individual churches 
to conduct same-sex marriages.  As noted there, the 
change does not require individual churches to conduct 
those marriages. 

Members and friends of WRPC have divergent views 
on the amendment issue and on myriad related issues.  
The Session of WRPC has resolved to carry forward in 
the church’s mission and in the current project of 
renewal and revitalization.  This change to the 
constitution will have no immediate impact on our 
particular church or its ministries. 

I am always available to discuss this amendment, and 
those myriad related issues, with anyone who has 
concerns or comments.  Our mandate to love the Lord 
with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love 
our neighbors as we do ourselves, remains.  My sincere 
pastoral recommendation is this: Let’s carry forward, 
trusting in the Holy Spirit to guide and instruct (as the 
Spirit has always done) in the months and years to 
come, as we continue to follow and proclaim the risen 
and reigning Christ. 

In his love, 
Pastor John 
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MMaarrkk  HHaarree  aanndd  JJeennnnyy  BBeenntt,,  
PPCC((UUSSAA))  MMiissssiioonn  CCoo--wwoorrkkeerrss  

 
 Mark Hare 
and Jenny Bent 
are Mission 

Co-workers 
serving in 
Haiti and the 

Dominican 
Republic with 
the Farmer's 
Movement of 
Papaye (MPP) 

and the Evangelical Dominican Church. 

MPP is a grassroots movement whose goal is to help 
small farmers improve their living conditions. It began in 
1973 in the small community of Papaye and now has 
members throughout Haiti. Mark works with the 
members, advising them on ways to increase food 
production. His work helps farmers provide adequate 
nutrition for their families and generate income by selling 
their crops. 

The Evangelical Dominican Church operates a 
community health program in bateys, company towns 
where sugarcane workers live. Many of these workers are 
from Haiti and work long days for low wages and live in 
conditions that often lack clean water and sufficient 
sanitation. Jenny helps the Evangelical Dominican 
Church with health clinics and with the development of 
programs to train health care workers. 

Mark and Jenny’s ministry with Haitian people 
transcends international borders. Since 2004 Mark has 
worked with MPP helping Haitians learn to grow more 
food on small tracts of land. Jenny began working with 
the organization as a volunteer after their marriage in 
2008, but in 2012 their ministry base moved just across 
the border to Barahona, Dominican Republic. Mark 
continues his work in Haiti, but Jenny came under 
mission appointment and began a new ministry with 
Haitians in the Dominican Republic. 

Mark’s work in Haiti demands resourcefulness. One of 
the most popular agricultural techniques he teaches 
involves making miniature garden plots inside discarded 
auto tires. “In the dry season, there is no rain for five to 
seven months, and people run out of food,” Mark says. 
“So the tires are a way that they can produce something 
even during the time when they normally couldn’t.” 

This and other productive practices developed by MPP 
helps rural Haitians feed family members and friends who 
fled to the countryside after the 2010 earthquake 
devastated Port au Prince. 

Communities in the Dominican Republic are also trying 
to cope with the large number of Haitians who fled the 
earthquake’s devastation. Violence between Haitians and 
Dominicans is not uncommon. In addition to her health 
care ministry, Jenny also seeks to be a witness for 
reconciliation. “My vision is that our Dominican 
neighbors, friends and colleagues will recognize the 
inherent dignity of Haitians, and that our Haitian friends 
and colleagues will recognize the inherent dignity of 
Dominicans.” 

Haiti became an independent country in the early 19th 
century when a slave revolt overthrew the French colonial 
government. It has had a turbulent history marked by 
military dictatorships, corruption, and violence. The 2010 
earthquake killed thousands of people and ruined the 
infrastructure of Haiti’s capital city, Port-au-Prince, and 
the surrounding area. The Presbyterian Church (USA) 
continues to help the country rebuild alongside its partner 
church, the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti, and other partner 
organizations. The PC(USA) has a long history of 
participation with Dominican Christians in their 
ministries of evangelism, health education and care, 
development of water sources, education, and outreach to 
Haitian immigrants. 

Mark, the son of a Presbyterian pastor, spent his 
childhood in Ohio. He started international service as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in the Dominican Republic. 
Working in an isolated place, Mark found himself reading 
the Bible and praying more. “That led me into returning, 
or maybe coming for the first time, to a real dependence 
on faith,” he says. 

Jenny is Nicaraguan and her father served as a minister in 
the Moravian Church. “This was a time of military and 
political turbulence in Nicaragua, but, in spite of violence, 
the church of God was present at all times helping to 
bring peace to Nicaragua,” she says.  The church, Jenny 
says, also helped her develop a global awareness and 
nurtured her call to work on behalf of poor people. 

Jenny brings to her duties a degree in medical technology 
from the National Autonomous University of Nicaragua. 
Mark holds an undergraduate degree from Warren Wilson 
College in North Carolina and a master’s degree in 
forestry from Michigan State University. They are the 
parents of two daughters, Keila and Annika. 
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